Letter from the President

Welcome back to the new school year. This year
Secondary Reading League has again planned some
wonderful programs to help support you as a literacy
teacher. Our fall breakfast meeting on Saturday, September
29th features Sunday Cummins, a professor from National
Louis who has recently gone back into the classroom to
keep her knowledge current. Sunday will be leading a
workshop-like presentation on the informational text and
the creation of text sets that help support the Common
Core standards. The annual Day of Reading Conference on
the first weekend in November features an all day workshop
with Carol Jago and on Saturday, Jago and young adult
author Gordon Korman will present along with many
Chicago-area educators.

Please take a look at the new format for our newsletter
as well—we hope to continue to offer you as many
meaningful tools as possible to help you. Feedback is always
welcome.

Becky Binks
President, SRL, sri@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

SRL Hosts Fall Breakfast

SRL is excited to host Sunday Cummins at our Fall
Breakfast Meeting on September 29. Dr. Cummins is an
assistant professor in the Reading and Language
Department at National-Louis University. Prior to
teaching at National-Louis, she worked in the public
schools for 12 years as a middle school special education
teacher, a third-grade classroom teacher, a Reading
Recovery teacher, and a district literacy coach. Her
research on improving comprehension for English Language
Learners and using a balanced approach when teaching
nonfiction texts to all students speaks directly to skills
outlined in the Common Core. Her new book, Close
Reading of Informational Texts: Assessment-Driven Instruction
in Grades 3-8, is due out on December 3, 2012. Mark your
calendars now to see Dr. Cummins in person and get a
jump on planning lessons aligned with Common Core!

For more information you can find her on Facebook at
facebook.com/sundaycummins and Twitter at https://
twitter.com/SundayCummins.

IRC Initiative: lllinois Reads

SRL is very excited to share the news with
you that the lllinois Reading Council will
be launching a new initiative designed to
promote lifelong reading for everyone
from birth through adulthood. The
program called lllinois Reads will be
selecting books written by lllinois authors,
provide copies of the books to schools
and communities, and implement activities
to promote reading for life. SRL is taking
a proactive approach to support this
exciting program by developing a
committee to work with IRC as the
initiative develops. lllinois Reads will be
officially launched on Wednesday, March
13, 2013, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the
Old State Capitol Building. Plan to make
this event part of your conference
experience; it is sure to be an exciting
night with lots of very special guests. If
you are interested in participating on the
committee, please contact Cindi Koudelka
at koudelka@fieldcrest.k12.il.us.

Comwon Core Corner with Cindi

We know you are probably inundated with Common Core workshops,
articles, and mandates. However, as the new assessment system
approaches and schools begin to implement the standards, we want to
make sure that SRL can be an additional source of information for you.
Each month we will share news, links, ideas, or technical assistance. To
get you started, here are some important links for your researching
pleasure!

-lllinois State Board of Education:
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/default.htm

-PARCC (consortium of states working to develop assessments aligned to the standards):
http://www.parcconline.org/

-Common Core National Site:
http://www.corestandards.org/

-Common Core Curriculum Mapping Project:
http://commoncore.org/maps/

-lllinois Reading Council’s RTI/Common Core Committee:
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/committees/rticommoncore.html

-International Reading Association’s Common Core Resources:
http://www.reading.org/Resources/ResourcesByTopic/ CommonCore-resourcetype/
CommonCore-rt-overview.aspx







